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Ski-Doo MX-Z 440 



The Benchmark Scribes 
Deeper For 2005 




X T dchstinp ilits (loiiu. The MX-Z 
i\| UrEV ha beci! ilic t.. twit in North 
Amtfican siiixniss sinti; it his ilic fifourul its a 
limited huilii in :003. 'ffhiie rKeni histnty 

r>-, kap this re-jNtj- jti mind: The RtV «() pl.i:- 
liirm will luve rt) stay ar thf to|i tnr a few nwtf 
yeat? to displace the records of the Polaris -1 1(1 
indy and XCi of the bte 'MOs and early '905 and 
the imaiinj; domin.intc of" Arctic Cat's ZRs from 
1993 to the new millcnmum. 

Linhiiltir Y, the -RRV ha^ nnr (in |v 



The 



Ac^thu point: in 

-dimuMitd but hc'ii^mi'rlrtt'jjiaDneil the tiiles. 
Tbcincmtlucrion of iht REVt tadial carnalized 
misif rider tortwadCTffliiomicsdianitfd the sriop 
Bf mtiirtos ahj '^iibVtajttfilly aJw'fed thc.yaj ; 
. pi)i>tt ride furevet, 



So definitive 
we were tolJ the BUir-Meistcr himself shaved uiT 
more than a second a lap when he piiorfd early 
hand-built versions of the racing REV fdatform. 

The Miy 4-iU does not present myttij changes 
n> even rhe trained eye. Howwer, this sMtcment 
lione is proof fKisitjve the Vakouit bniin trust hijs 
had things liindarnetitally correct since day one. 

If you spc-iik with racers famiharwith both 'U.i 



LEFT: Hie new SC-^ skid only couples rwr-to-front but offers 
(our dHferefttcoupltns moments provided by the rotating 
and -Oi R E Vs roupler Mod;. The new skW is lighter and features s "pass- 
you'll tlnd thru" upper front swing-arm design. 

they piefcra-d 

the '03 over the 'Oi Why^ Kclialiility and tunitu; mnrf ^ptPckci iuji.-.ii 
ijlitches, F.«entia!ly .Slfi-Dt«. m.ido three lUtitle ' e.iL|M-ri[-n«ii ins: 

fhalleii.i;ts. The must iij;iiifk<!i!i i.nan-ie «as tiie 

inch luiteet with haidtr ihinracdT rtiblier jjadiflev. 
This fhan!:e made the 
paddles siwvel harder 
withimr flexing "i^d 
absorbinj; shock trom 
power^in landings. This 
extra force wis so signih- 
ctnt ii caused drive chains 
to stretch, snap and then 
thu cumplcte chain case 
oiiild implode" ns the 
lackshaft borinj; mijjnt- 
tti toward iSic bottom oi 
tht case, Ski-iXw cvaiiu- 
ally fflesucd an tipdatcd 
and sironj>er case and a 1 ■ 
link (up trnm 15) tJrue 
chain. This cureii the case 



met Bomtiardier t-roller racsng .wnnd.irv thev 
knew and hived. The TEAM pollcv wis nor a bad 
desicr - m lict iissnll used bvall rhfccsnoctDis 
OEMs an their -iWs. TTie ts.siit wa.s tindersrand- 
inj; and apprctiartng rhe pulleys ibilitr to sense 
and react to power and laane surface chans^es. 

The third cnantje was the move rn 
iiwoltitcconvolute drivers kst vcar. These 
aggressive sptnckets are designed to ehminatc 
und thcv do: I tnick ratcneting. Hcwever tbey 
almost mimedutely sptm tin the axle - another 
illdicution something was eDdunnt gargatiiuan 
itn tnc 1.75 men cncjc. A nawet sprocK- 
ial combined with <: wider pinch band 
cured the axle spin but 
weird wear problems 
plajued these sprockets 
as a result ofa track with 
ciips on only everj- other 

That's .ili hisfoiy, in 
2005, the ttick is stiil a 
1.''5 incli lug unit but it 
now has a softer d urome- 
ter nibber in thf hp 
wiiiclv 1 1 keeps them 
from spliititii! oi'f the 
carcass and 2) :bty now 
absorb some shoci: on 
[xiwcr-on findinjis. Clips 

dt™ This effectively 
— sprtmls drive ioads over 
s :iiKl cures weird wear patterns 

;KC is the improvtd and heavi- 
from las vrar. The hij; neus is 
> a I') wide chain (which fits 
ecasciasaresult of 




rivt fliitch/bottom sear combination dL-vdopttt 
by TEAM Industries mr Ski-Don. Thj^ is one of 
the (.(xjlest pittes ut tech wevt- steti in snmt 
trmt. hsscntiaiij' the middle ol the ytar k a 
moturcycle type millti-plste clutch fucL The 
pack IS s.iitl [11 be caiihrattd to slip incremenEal- 
ly when kads firctd KXW toot pounds. Ski-Doo 
Race Di|iartmcnt officials cliiim spike leads 
approaching bOO loijt pounds are achicviblc 
with Open Mods on power-on latKlings in 
pocked, hfiivj- snow. At thu torque level, chains 



This lEAM Industrtes "Slipper' bottom ilrtve a«r ba 
breakthrough lor aiocross sleds, vtrtually eHminat- 
ins chain stretch, bmAsge and case explosions. 



taken to in iimiK. Rise ntiaily. Ski-Diw eicccdtd 
outer ediie of the tractiori/powcrMurabiHty 
Kjuatioii with a \.~'> inch liif; track. This 
clutch'i;ear set-up protects the snowmobile from 
it.«]f and fmm whit we've hf.inl this fail, this is 
not jusi J (jocKi idea, it's a 101) pprctm rtx. 
. Tfc'AM industries' Rapid Reaction secondary 
shows up aijain this year with subtle hut ettiarrivt 
ralihfation tweaks. Howem. the real fix for last 
year's clutch inj: inconsistencies relates more to 
the improved and hottiTistbtus! pipe desijjn itlJ 
H freshly pfoiinnvmed ECU ^nd "Hoc Button". 

What's a hat button.' 2-5trokc engines maJce 
more power if their exhiust pipes ait hot and the 
engine is somewhat cooler, in snoctuss tactne yuu 
can't take a (iill pul! down a lake befbre the gtccn 
liag drops [0 heat up the pipe so a system has 
been dmlopetf to get the pipe nral hot just before 
the driver leaves the line. Ski-Doo's system iasc 
year was efetive at initially heating the pipe by 
retarding; the timing when the button was 
dcprcs.sed. This would "Flood" the pipe with raw 
g3i. This fuel would instantly ij>nirc when the 
bunon was released. This flame thtxiwct-type 
temion in the pipe wilt boost holcshot pcrfotm- 
ance dr.uiiatically. However, in last year's applica- 
the pipe would cool somewhat after the fits! 
tap and the TT: AM secondary woulil thf n attempt 
ict to the slight drop in horeepowcr. This 
wouid often cause things to go wacky - especial- 
ly in htiivy, luostsraiw or on race days with wild 
weather and temperature swinfjs. This ytar a new ■ 
pipe and map cffcciivfly c!imin;ite these intonsis- 




ftee l-MMCS-XISZ (IW a 1-«l»«S-74t7 Kanadai 



Can your sled go the disiance? 




2{X)5Ski-cJoo REV'- 

ORDER TOLL-FREE 1 -888-244-1 1 1 2 

www.tourbuddy.com 




[cncies and the 4'f 0 will now deiivcr rven, strunj; 
squeeie thmuglwut »n entire heat or final. 

The mnst nutlcMble change to the 20)» MX- 
7. 'UG is the inclusion of the all-new, raic devcl- 
opeil SC-1 rear skid. This is the vcrf fint. put- 
pose built, rider forward rtar suspension in (he 
bii. SC-"! couples only rear-co-ftunt and replaces 
franr-to-rcar coupling with a mechanical acceler- 
ator cam on the from arm shock, This setup 
addiKses rider forward weighting - the rider 
stands direttSy over the front arm rail srubJiers 
01! a REV - by priotitiiing (he front shock's 
involvement in bump absorptitin. Conversely, 
the rear arm now couples very late in the skid's 
movement cycle but can still be used to control 
weight transfer with a new -(-position couplet 
block. Open Mods benefit greatly as a risult of 
this rear-to-fi-ont coupling by harnessing horse- 



IHI; TouH hid a new, tou^ snd 
sUdtier seat cover materia! on the 
■OSW-l tftiteign«ltc help rid- 
ers keep the sled squeezed 
between Ihetrtnees and to resist 
tearing m first tBmmeleei. 

power induced weight transfer 
fwhcclicsi 

St-i rncotjxinitcs a ' paa- 
n design pioncetfti by 
e tail tips to swing past 



I thrnugh" upper froi 
I Arctic Cat, This alio 
I the iiront arm's tunne 
: collapsed end of the front shock's stroke. 

This skid ™ testnl iti Ski-D.ju's Factory Open 
, Mods raced by Watncrt (Michiel Island! and AMU 
I (Blair Moricdii and friendsl last season. Initially the 
I skiti Wis not given universal approval by riders who 
CDtnjjIamed it was too reactive. I lowever, after cali- 
ion tweaks it wis ^iven the nml by virtuaUy 
every pitnt. 

Their can be little doubt the Ski-Doo MX-Z 4-10 
will be a tough «t to beat at all leveU of snotmss 
cnmpetititm. If jdu wanted a 2005 -l-iO Ski-Doo and 
I't teceive one, there's hope. If you can fmd a 
^uod clean 2003 or an updated 2«0 i (the updates 
arc not fttc as ihcte's no warranty on rate sleds) 
you'll have a sled that's only a hair's breadth off the 



i in most areas eicepi for the slick S(.A skid. 

■ IS kfy In rasin,!;. channe is always nslcy. This 
ir Ski-L)oi) wiirkeii hard to achieve improved 
uihilitv in a sled that's been the standard ro 




Tliese invotate/tonvolute drivm deflver ratthe( 
Iree, loose tradt power transmisston tiut wtjen 
combined wKh a 1 .75 hKh trench iligger created 
nightmares last >esr. Hl^ and low speed com- 
pression adjuster b visiWe on front arm shock 



Ttie look ts the sane but tlK 
iMcC3tSnDPro4«lMS 
some tricks up Us sleeve, 
partiailartylnhandagaMf 



and suspension jucbge not available m otiier 
maihiiifs Itom the same brand and each di.splays 
a slew ol features aimed at praviditii; the razor- 
thin ais^e thsr sepafiitcs the podium statiders 
frtim tilt pick-iip lo,-iders. 

Arctic Cut -it in it!t.l"ixjitt> i«s<m witl? tiic-j'- 
tjuisit^ iaceMW-Oi,-addirTg-thg-forwaK! 

eaCW: A totsHy new take on the »DrwaFd steering 
post, the AC Prtjgressive Steering System (ws a 
Ught toud) at turn-In, ratnptm] up effort as the sltts 
approath maxmBim steeriig angle. 



ARCTIC CAT 440 Sno Pro 

Details, Details, Details! 



'Tr'hc eta of rhc purjwse-built snucniss racer is 
JL coming to a close. Before long, build quan- 
tities retjuircd by rule will climb to the point 
where sleds the factones ptovide for radng will 
once 3«ajn bear significant resemblance to the 
sleds you and I fide, 



w.allthrtT players in | ' sc«f trig Ti(»r tajr^aHBltraw)' 
imearenffering sleds | to.iii&-uittlH: 



But that's the hjturc. For ni 

theProStocksnocrossraciti.nj 

they call "purpose-built, a term mt-ant to dctmca | adupiefi-hv-jiic nimptXHjon. The O^'s deeper 

factory built s]5ct.ialiv sled liesijincd and equipped | tunnel, flir fnutrcsts and steeper, detambered 

to do only one thing- Wrn races. Each has an enjime ■ spindles were other defalk tlwt kept Gt in the 

not used elsewhere m the lint. r.u;b has a haiidliiii; ; hunt and Imostlyl on the podium, hut the F-Cai 




J^e Wg change In the wisWwnes is Bw addltKw of 
Hw I^Hinite^ adjustable Foi float ah- spring sJiodts 
that sJMve «ve pounds and iteHver snwoti), 
progressive action. 



yet tu post the kind of duminatiun i-ninyed 
bytlu-ZKitrtpIatcdin02. 

The prtjs brief snys all-new, bur the F-ckisis 
IS back ip'm for with what rtally amounts tii 



jiiother fOunJ nftlciaii rcfintmcrtcs, this time mon- 
ctrnrcred or suspension and handlmg. Before yuu 
think we're olTfrinj; hmt pr,iise, rcmtmbcr uiir oft- 
express«! respect tor ihi- Green jnd the many inmi- 

vations AC has brnuitbt tr. rhe [«rrv over rhe year^ . 

jintprgrrofmaSFroiirtrtnfi^: ftir'ecaniplf,''Onty the ; 

Arcric Gt Sno Pro .eocs to the incl: in Oi with a i 

Liyback engine package. Qt wjs fit5t with [he rtjller i 

secondary, dtivet-adjustable ignition, exhaust pipe ; 

sensor, htxiked handiebars and many other curreni ! 

itandafds oS snocross equipage. i 

This time around it's a sorprisinj tnck suspen- ] 

siun innuir-anon Cat is callins the Slide Action fmiic : 

arm. Uncoupled frons to rear, the skid fejtures ,i , 

new front atm tnount tiiai allows the pivot to move j 

3 half inch fore and afi l^rum here, this looks like a ! 

way to allow the track rn <hifr tor<|UC forces slight- j 

iy under hard aceleratioii m bumps. It's an almnsi i 

invisible trick we missed when we tyelKilltd the ; 

si«l the finit rime bur. il it works, it mi.uht be the | 
Ncxi Bi^! Thin;; in snueruss corner prowess. 

Remember tha: snocruss in 2im is essenilally 5 ] 

low speed battle in hiimps and corners. The doubles '[ 

and triples are ail but riiatme iliew days, leaving the : 

races to be won in the haiqiins .ind srutters, tf you : 

see some commonality m [rie dirtLtion the three ; 



Up dose, the spindle/saddle JwcBon shows th« 
spring-loaded saddle boit that aHoM the hunt end 
to VBfY Hs stance to smoo8i out sen* and dartlns. 

^■cly a! that all-innportant cornerin^^ cd^e. But 
[ assf mblv is not the onlv place a track sus- 



pension must wofk. I'hc rear arm has aiso t 
inass-i^sed wuli a T-step coupler said co allow ' 
line tunini; iif weight transfer wlien it 
iinoii^L' mit lit ilie icirnem. The hydraulic 



has also been 



STUCK 



indie 




reading the other guys' maps 



Subscribe to SUPERTRAX and you'll get: 

* a (resh point of view ♦ scathing opinion 

• the best tech info ♦ great places to ride 
♦ TH£ HOTTEST DEAL EVER! 



YBS. I've rielayed long enough. 

! m iflk'tig Lontrol of my reading habits and subscribing todayl 
J Send me 3 years of SUPERTRAX for ihe super low price of S22.99I 



Fitt in this form & drop it in the mail today or just call 

1 aoo-gos-Tm (87291 

Ask for offer *(2299 & have your VISA or MasterCard ready. 
□ VISA U MasterCard J Money Order □ Check 

Address; 
Card Number: 
Expiry Date: 
Signaiiirp 
TelepliijMfr i 



P.O. Box 2788, Wattsfaufgh, MV l^goi tijyj 



